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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON CONFIRMATION. 


In a former essay* it was shown that the administration of this 
sacred rite is exclusively with the Episcopate, and therefore, that it 
impressively reminds us of that divine arrangement, whereby the 
Ministry in Christ’s Church is made to consist of ‘hree order s—that it 
is applicable, not only to those who were baptized i in infancy, but to 
those also who were baptized i in * ripe r years”’—that, though it is not 
a Sacrament, as our Church defines a Sacrament, yet it is a ‘‘ means of 
grace”—that it is a renewal and ratification of the baptismal privileges 
and engagements, that is to say, of the promises made by our Hea- 
venly Father, and of those made by his covenanted childrer 
a confessing of Christ before men, which is our duty, and will | have an 
abundant reward, and that it is a self-dedication to God, which must 
be : a power ful check on sin, and incentive to holiness.. But a /rief con- 
sideration of the obligation to come to this ordinance, and of some of 
the objections which have been made to it, are our present topics. 

As to the obligation to be confirmed, we remark, Ist. Every Soci- 
ety has aright to require of its members obedience to its laws, provi- 
ded they are not inconsistent with its fundamental or constitutional 
principles. If, therefore, Confirmation was nothing more than a regu- 
lation of the Church, every good member would fee! it to be his duty 
tocomply withit Evenif the regulation required some personal sa- 
crifice, there would be a sufficient motive for compliance in the consi- 
deration, that it was designed to promote the good of the whole Society, 
which cannot always be obtained, without some interference with indi- 
vidualinterest. But, in the present instance, there is no such inter- 
ference. On the contrary, this ordinance, while it promotes the gene- 
ral welfare, secures to each person who participates in it, the great 
advantages we have just mentioned, viz : the strengthening of virtuous 
purposes; the influences of divine grace, and the valuable /dpes which 
belong to those who make a good confession, and enter into covenant 
with God. “ With the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

The Church hath ordered this rite, ‘‘after the example” of the 
Apostles. Itrests, therefore, not on human authority, (on which, even 
if it did rest, considering that it is lawful authority, and that the regu- 
lation is so obviously reasonable and beneficial, there would be much 

* See Gospel Messenger, November 1850. 
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to recommend it,) but it was instituted by those who were divinely 
commissioned to legislate for the Church. We read of the Apostles 
Peter and John laying their hands on those who had been baptized at 
Samaria, and of St. Paul doing the same, with respect to adult 
members of the Church at Ephesus, and these examples clearly 
show that the custom has the //g/est sanction, fur it was done by those 
who had “the mind of Christ.” We keep the first day of the week 
rather than the seventh, as sacred to religion, for the same reason, viz : 
after the example of the Apostles. But, in the case of Confirmation, 
besides the examples to which | have referred, there is an indirect pre- 
cept. The Apostle Paul declares, that “the laying on of hands” is a 
principle of the doctrine of Curist, He enumerates several prin- 
ciples of doctrine and discipline, in the former class—faith, repentance, 
the resurrection, and eterna! judgment ; and in the latter, Baptism and 
Confirmation, or as he calls it, which you will remark is also a name 
assigned to it in our Prayer-Book, “the laying on of hands.”’ Let it 
not be said that this has reference to the Apostolic practice of laying 
hands on the sick, or on those who were set apart to the Gospel Minis- 
try; orto whom wasimparted the gift of miracles, for there could be 
no propriety in calling that a principle of the Christian religion, which 
of course must concern ail believers, in every age, if it had relation 
only to particular persons or classes. it will not be denied that the 
other principles, enumerated by St. Paul, ought to influence the prac- 
tice of every Christian. How then can it be doubted that this princi- 
ple, ‘‘the laying on of hands,” which is mentioned with the others, 
without any the least mark of d/st/nction, is of general and lasting ob- 
ligation. if it should be said that the texts we have quoted are under- 
stood differently by some Christians, we reply that they are understood, 

as now explained, by 19 twentieths of those who call themselves Chris- 
tians, and that they were so understood by a// Christians until the time of 
the Reformation, and in particular by those “ Ancient Authors,” the fa- 
thers of the first centuries, to whom our Church refers as witmesses of 
the usages of the primitive Church Tertullian, who lived fifty years 
after St. John, speaks of it as a custom prevailing in dis time. Cyprian, 
fifty years later, traces it to the “imposition of the hands of the Apos- 
tles.”’ Jerome, in the fourth century says, ‘‘ As for those who are 
baptized by Presbyters and Deacons, the Bishop travels out to them to 
lay hands on them, and invoke the Holy Spirit.””—Quoted by Blake, 
page 55. 

It is a remarkable fact that several of those denominations of Chris- 
tians who do not practise Confirmation, have yet declared their appro- 
bation of it. In a Baptist confession of faith, adopted at Philadelphia, 
September 2 28, 1740, we read as follows: ‘‘ We believe that “ laying 
on of hands,” with prayer, upon baptized believers as such, ¢s an ordi- 
nance of Christ, and ought to be submitted unto by all such persons as 
are admitted to partake of the Lord’s Supper, and that the end of this 
ordinance is uot for the extraordinary gifts of the spirit, but for (Eph. 
i. 13, 14,) a farther reception of the Holy Spirit of promise, or for the 
addition of the graces of the spirit, an id the influences thereof,” &c. 
And ina report of a Committee of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian denomination, we read as follows: “It appears that a rite, 
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‘“ called Confirmation was administered by the imposition of the hands 
«“ of the Minister, or Bishop, or Elder, together with prayer, on bap- 
‘tized children, ata certain age.” Both Calvin in his Institutions, 
and Owen in his Commentary on Hebrews vi., 3, acknowledge that 
this practice existed at a very early period in the Church. +s 

The laws of our Church on this subject, we repeat, are explicit. 
The Bishop is required to visit the Churches in the Diocese, for the 
purpose of administering the holy rite of Confirmation, The Minister 
of every parish is directed to give the Bishop in writing, the names of 
all such persons as he shal! think fit to be confirmed. The Catechism 
is entitled ‘* An Instruction, to be learned by every person before he 
be brought to be confirmed by the Bishop.” And all fathers and 
mothers, and sponsors are exhorted at the time of Baptism “to 
take care” that the child whom they have engaged to bring up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord should, when he arrives 
at years of discretion, “be brought to the Bishop, to be confirmed 
by him.’ These laws are abundantly sufficient to create an obliga- 
tion on the part of every good member of the Church to prepare him- 
self or herself for the due participation of the rite of Confirmation, 
and on the part of their Ministers, parents and sponsors, to encourage 
and assist him or her todoso. Bui when we recollect that this ordinance 
is further recommended by divine authority, having been instituted by 
the inspired Apostles, and blessed by the Almighty, who imparted His 
holy Spirit to those who received it at Samaria, and again at Ephesus, 
the obligation evidently stands upon the highes? grounds. 

The moral and religious benefits of the worthy participation of this 
ordinance dothemselves constitute a source of ob/igation to conform to 
it, since it cannot be doubted thatthe Christian is bound to use all the 
means adapted to weaken the power of sin in his heart, to fortify his 
good purposes, and to procure for him the divine favor which is equally 
necessary to his virtue and his happiness, But has not God promised 
His special favor te those who confess Him before men? Did He not 
enjoin His people Israel to declare publicly, before the assembly, whom 
they would serve, whetherthe Lord or Baal! Is it not a great sin to 
be ashamed of the Gospel of Christ? Does not all experience attest 
that holy resolutions, deliberately formed and solemnly ratified, are 
valuable auxiliaries in our conflict with temptation, and in the noble 
endeavor to press forward towards the standard of high religious at- 
tainment!? Such being the advantages offered to the worthy recipient 
of Confirmation, he sins against his own soul, he is criminally indiffer- 
ent to his true felicity, here and hereafter, who neglects it. 

As to the qualifications for its due participation, the Church has given 
ample instruction. Respecting the intellectual qualifications, or the 
knowledge which is requisite, we are told that the candidate must be suf- 
ficiently instructed in the Church Catechism.* He must be able not 
merely to recite it, but he must understand it. At the time of Confirma- 
tion, there is made adeclaration of belief inall the articles ofthe Christian 
faith, and a promise to keep God’s holy willand commandments. It is 
implied, therefore, that he who is confirmed be acquainted with the doc- 
trines and the precepts of the Christian religion, that he bas so read the 
Bible as to have a good kuowledge of its contents. 





He professes his 





* Bishop Ken on the Catechism, is specially recommended. 
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belief in this holy volume, and of course should be satisfied on rational 
grounds of ifs divine authority. It will be useful, therefore, for him-to 
read some of those excellent treatises on the * Evidences of Chris- 
tianity,’’ which are so happily adapted to establish the believer, and to 
enable him to give a reason for his faith, should it at any time be ques- 
tioned. In that valuable wor k, which ought to be in the hands of every 
Churchman, on the [asts and Festivals, by the pious Nelson, a book, 
which has been multiplie «l by more editions and copies than any other 
in our language, excepting the Bible and Prayer- Book—which work 
has been re-printed, with a few alterations and additions in our country, 
under the editorship of the late Bishop Hobart, are two chapters, the 
one onthe evidences of Christianity, and the other on the nature ofthe 
Church of Christ, which can be studied by no one without interest and 
profit. With respect to the preparation of the /eart, (and let me re- 
mark that this is allimportant,) the Church instructs us that it chiefly 
consists in repentance and faith. He who renews the baptismal vow, 
must, of course, have the same qualifications as he who originally enters 
into it. And the answer to the question, ‘** what is required of persons 
to be baptized” is, “‘ repentance, whereby they forsake sin ; and “ faith, 
whereby they steadfastly believe the promises of God, made to them in 
that sacrament.” T'hese divine promises, through, and for the merits 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, of pardon, grace, and glory, are renewed in 
Confirmation ; so that he who comes to that ordinance must renew that 
fuith in ¢hem, as well as that repentance for his sins, which were at first 
professed by himself or by his sponsors for him. The confirmed are 
regarded by the Church, as prepared for the Lord’s Supper, to which 
they can be immediately admitted, if they desire it. Of course, there- 
fore, the Church expects them to have the dispositions, which, in the 
Catechism, are required of Communicants, viz: “repentance of their 
former sins, with a steadfast purpose to lead a new life; a lively faith 
in God’s mercy through Christ ; a thankful remembrance of his death, 
and a charity for all men.” 

In St. Paul’s enumeration of the principles of the Christian reli- 
gion, he mentions them in ¢his order—first, repentance, then faith ; 
then Baptism; and then the laying on of hands. And so our 
Church requires those who wish to be members, first to repent; 
then to believe ; then to be baptized; and then to seek Confirmation. 
‘The preparation of the heart is from the Lord.” By diligent prayer, 

(and let me remark, you can find no more suitable prayers for private, 
as well as public use, than those in our Prayer-Book)—¢hat charity, 
and ¢hat thankful remembrance of the death of Christ, without which 
you cannot worthily participate in the solemn rite of Confirmation. 

I come now to notice some objections which have been made to a 
compliance with the duty we are considering. Is it alleged that you 
have not the due qualifications, (or, as it is commonly expressed, that 
you are not worthy of such a privilege!) ‘“ Wherefore, then, (to adopt 
the remonstrance of the Church, on another occasion,) ‘do ye not 
“repent and amend. When God calleth you, are ye not ashamed to 
‘to say, ye will not come? When ye should return to God, will ye 
‘‘ excuse yourselves and say, ye are not ready? Consider earnestly 
“with yourselves, how little such fained excuses will avail before 
“ God.” Is it want of faith that deters you? Have you then prayed 
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to your Father in heaven, through His blessed Son, your Redeemer, 

in the temper of him who mourned over the weakness of his faith,— 
“ Lord, | believe, Ae/p thou mine unbelief!” Have you used all dili- 

gence in investigating the claims of divine revelation, not merely by 
reading those treatises, in which it is so ably vindicated, by which gain- 
sayer after gainsayer has been silenced and confounded ; but by earn- 
est study of the holy volume itself, comparing text with text, and their 
lessons with your own observation and experience, whereby sacred 
truth will find a witness in your own heart, and you will perceive how 
greatly ithas been misrepresented by ignorance and prejudice, by the 
superficial reader, and by those wicked men who delight in the moral 
ruin of others? Above all, have you, by a resolute resisting of sin and 
anxious desire to be virtuous, in humble dependence on the grace of 
God, disarmed the natural prejudices of the corrupt heart, and secured 
to yourself the divine blessing on your religious inquirers, agreeably 
to the kind promise: ‘If any man will do His will, he shall know of 
the doctrine whether it be of God.’ If you have not availed yourself 
of the proper and prescribed means for acquiring a firm faith, it is not 
surprising that you have it not; and as this is your own fault, it cannot 
be an acceptable excuse for your omissions of an undeniable duty. It 
is me lancholy and extraordinary that any person should suppose that 
his omission of a duty will be justifie od, or extenuated, in consideration 
of his not being prepared to discharge it, since the very want of prepa- 
ration is a sin, which of course he should immediately correct, as he 
hopes for the divine favor. The omission of one duty, (as for instance 
the cultivation of repentance or faith) cannot surely be a reasonable 
excuse for omitting another duty, as for instance, this of being con- 
firmed, or coming to the holy Communion; and yet this is the excuse 
most frequently alleged, and which pious writers have found it neces- 
sary, especially to controvert. The entertaining ¢/, is a remarkable 
evidence of that want of common sense, in relation to their spiritual 
concerns, which men habitually cherish. Truly “the children of this 
world are, in their generation, wiser than the children of light.””. Ano- 
ther objection made to the performance of the duty before us, is the 
very serious nature of those engagements entered into at the time of 
Confirmation. The foundation of this objection is the opinion, that the 
confirmed person undertakes duties which, previous to his Confirma- 
tion, were zot binding on him. But this is a mistake, and it will be 
perceived to be so after a very little consideration. Every man owes 
to God, his Creator and Redeemer, gratitude and obedience. It is 
this homage, and no more, which we engage for at Confirmation, viz: 
to disown all other sovereigns, and to love honor, and obey God our 
Saviour. At that time, we do nothing more than recognize obliga- 
tions which exist, whether we acknowledge them or not; under which 
we came, as soon as our reason began to exert itself. A solemn pub- 
lic declaration of our allegiance to God cannot but be acceptable to 
Him. But whether we a.dulere it or not, this allegiance is our duty, 
and we shall have to give account for the degree in which it has influ- 
enced us, and we shall be awfully punished if it have had no place in 
our hearts,and no control over our conduct. As we would have peace 
in life, hope in death, and happiness, and not infinite misery, through 
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eternity, we must renounce the devil and all his works; believe in 
Jesus the Redeemer, and humbly endeavor to keep His holy will. By 
coming to Confirmation, we receive grace to help us in these arduous 
duties. By refusing to come, we may have to depend on our own ef- 
forts, but the refusal cannot exonerate us from one of the least of our 
obligations, all of which are founded in the relation between the crea- 
ture and the Creator, the redeemed and their Divine Redeemer, in 
the principles of eternal truth. It has well been asked, shall the cul- 
prit “on the gibbet excuse himself from guilt, in saying that he had 
never professed to be a good citizen, and to regard the rights of his 
fellow-men ?’—Blake, page 146. “If the one who appeared at the 
feast disqualified, was cast out, the King was not less displeased with 
the many who made light ofthe invitation and refused to come,” —Gris- 
wold, page 13. “It is a wretched delusion, (says the Bishop of New- 
York,)that by abstaining from Confirmation, you will be in a safer state, 
because you cannot then break the vows of Confirmation.” What you 
are called on to promise in Confirmation, 7s your duty, whether you 
promise it or not. You may neglect the reasonable duty of publicly 
owning your obligations to God, and frankly and honestly resolving to 
fulfil them. You may refuse solemnly to take upon yourselves those 
obligations of the Christian Covenant, which were undertaken for you 
at baptism. But this will avail you nothing; you sf// owe the same 
duties; you are sfi// bound by like obligations. With those duties re- 
quired of you, and those “ obligations resting upon you, you will appear 
at the judgment seat of Christ—and to that judgment seat you may 
this night be called.’’ But there is another mistake in relation to the 
Christian vow, viz: that we thereby engage to be holy, as if we could 
be so of ourselves. If the promise was made without any qualification, 
there might be some foundation tor this opinion. But the vow 7s to 
renounce and obey, ‘ by God’s help.’”?’ And when it is referred to in 
the Catechim, at the same time that the child declares that he is verily 
bound to believe and obey as his sponsors promised for him, he is 
taught to say, “and by God’s help, so I will.”” The candidate comes 
forward under a sense of his moral weakness, and though he makes 
holy vows, as pious men in all ages have; as David, the man after God’s 
own heart in particular did; as good king Josiah did, (ii. Kings 23,) 
as God requires of him. ‘“ Promise unto the Lord your God, and keep 
it, all ye that are round about Him;” yet he does so, under a con- 
sciousness of his own insufficiency, and with a dependance distinctly 
acknowledged on the grace of God, without which he can do nothing, 
and with which he can do all things, for his sufficiency is of Christ. 
He intimates his apprehension that he may fall—he intimates a desire 
and a hope, (I might almost say, he utte1s a prayer,) that God will be 
his helper. He engages to endeavor to be holy, and whenever he falls, 
to rise again by repentance. He makes this promise, in the pious 
hope that the recollection of it will check his evil inclinations, and con- 
trol, in a peculiar manner, his future steps, and under the belief that 
such a promise will be regarded by his Almighty Governor as an evi- 
dence of the devout anxiety of his soul, as a most significant declara- 
tion of his desire to obey Him, and therefore, that it will be approved 
by Him, and procure from him the succor of His grace. That there 
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can be no impropriety in such a promise, indeed that it is a duty, be can 
have no doubt, since it is ¢mp/ied in the ceremony of baptism, as it was 
in the initiatory rite of the Jewish Church, whe reby, says the Apostle, 
a man became “a debtor to do the whole law,”—and since similar 
religious vows are recorded to have been made by those pious men, 
whose lives are exhibited in the Scriptures as examples to the rest of 
mankind. 

Another objection, and the last which | shall notice, has refe- 
rence to a special effect of the ordinance. It has been said to be 
irrational to suppose ‘that “the | aying on of hands” should be the instru- 
ment or means of conveying the influences of the Holy Ghost. Sweh 
a remark, from an unbeliever , would not be extraordinary , but on the 
part of a Christian, it is inconsistent, and proves want of consideration. 
That the Almighty can confer His holy Spirit by an act of His will, wrth- 
out any medium of conve yance, and without reference to : any condition 
performed by the recipient, there can be no possible doubt. But if we 
look into his proceedings, either in the world of nature, or of grace, 
we shall find, that in general, (though there be exceptions, tor there are 
miracles inthe moral as well as in the natural world,) Avs blessings are 
made dependant on conditions—on the employment on the part of those 
who receive them, of certain means which he has prescribed, as it 
would seem to be tests of their confidence in his declarations, and of 
their submission to his authority. Thus, our continuance in this life, 
though ultimately depending on the will of God, has a secondary de- 
pendance on the use of proper sustenance, and of medicine when 
necessary. In like manner, the influences of divine grace, which of 
course God could bestow by a direct actof His power, are usually im- 
parted to those who avail themselves of the ordinances of His Church; 
and if, in answer to prayer, in the use of the waters of Baptism, and 
of the bread and wine of the Holy Supper, divine grace is received, 
there can be no reason to doubt that every divine appointment, whether 
it be ‘the laying on of hands,” or any other, may have equal ethicacy. 
It is not that these ordinances have any énAcrent efficacy ; all their vir- 
tue is founded on the good pleasure of the Divine Being by whonf they 
were appointed. Well and truly has it been remarked :* 
“The Church says of her Sacraments, that unblessed by God, they 
are nothing; but, that blessed by Him, they are most powerful in- 
struments of grace, and why may he not see fit to separate bread 
and wine, and water to this end, as well as spoken words, which, 
after all, are but mere vibrations of the atmosphere. ‘Talk to some 
of sermons, of preaching, being things of life, and they agree with 
you, but only say as much of God’s blessed Sacraments, and of the 
everlasting ordinances of the Christian Church, and these modern 
Nicodemuses cry out ‘how can these things be.’”’ Excellent is 
“the advice of Solomon: ‘“‘ When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer 
not to pay it. Better is it that thou shouldst not vow than that thou 
shouldst vow, and not pay.” But let me add, best ofall is it that thou 
shouldst make thy vow, and pay that which thou didst vow, and his 
promises, he, for his part, will most surely keep and perform. 


“ 


“é 


é 


se 





* See True Catholic, March 1845, 




















8 A Sermon. { April, 


Some of our readers, it is probable, Aave ratified the perpetual co- 
covenant of faith and practice—of peace and hope, and salvation. 
But are there not also some who have neglected this duty; postponed 
this privilege; and thus are in danger of forfeiting their right to 
plead the merits of the Redeemer for ‘their justification at his final tri- 
bunal. Let me hope that an opportunity for correcting their omission 
of duty, and for laying the foundation of pure peace and lasting happi- 
ness, by a solemn self-dedication to God, will soon be desired and 
sought for by such persons of all ages and conditions. Friends and 
brethren! to-day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 
‘Turn ye, turn ye,for why will ye die. Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation.” 


———>—— 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


A SERMON, 


Matt. xv., 27, 28. “And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from their master’s table. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O woman, 
great is thy faith.” 


“ Without faith, it is impossible to please God.” ‘ By grace are ye 
saved through faith. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved.” But what is this faith, to which are attributed such im- 
portant consequences { Is it the mere assent of the understanding ? 
[mpossible, for the assent uf the understauding is an involuntary act, 
the result of a sort of necessity to which therefore there can attach 
neither praise nor blame. The worst men, yea, the very devils (for 
we are told ¢hey also believe and tremble,) have the faith which is the 
mere unavoidable conviction of the understanding. The incredulity, 
the want of faith, which is censured in holy Scripture is that with 
which the deart is concerned. “ The fool hath said in his heart, there 
isno God.” God looketh atthe heart. He says, my Son give Me thy 
heart. “ With the heart (such is the express declaration of His word) 
man believeth unto righteousness.” Christian faith implies then both 
belief or the assent of the mind, and trust or confidence, or reliance, or 
the sense of dependance, which may be well termed the assent of the 
affections, and hence itis said, “ faith worketh by love.” Now, this faith 
resting on the Lord Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, our intercessor, 
our Saviour is a most valuable virtue—not only as it is a positive con- 
dition of salvation, and the source of solid satisfaction in the present 
life, for there is a peaee and a joy in believing, but as the inseparable 
companion, or rather the parent of all other virtue. Let ¢his faith be 
cherished and love to God; long suffering, gentleness, goodness, meek- 
ness, in the intercourse with our fellow-men; and temperance in the 
indulgence of our passions and appetites will follow, as of course, for 
<“ they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” Faith in Christ is the key stone in the arch of virtue, without 
which the fabric will fall into ruin, It is the centre of the Christian 
system, around which the other virtues naturally revolve, and by which 
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they are retained in their proper orbits. You perceive then the reason 
why our Lord so often speaks of faith, as the sum and substance of 
Christian practice, and commends some of his most distinguished dis- 
ciples, after the manner of the text. ‘‘ Great is thy faith.” The con- 
duct of the woman of Canaan is a happy exemplification of the remarks 
which have now been made. Let us briefly consider it—and in the 
first place, her faith. Our Redeemer came into her country. She did 
not inquire, “‘ have any of the rulers, or the people believed on Him (” 
She did not say, ‘‘ art thou He that should come, or look we for ano- 
ther.’ Nor ‘a/most thou persuadest me to be a Christian,” but go 
thy way for this time, at a more convenient season, | will become thy 
disciple. No. Scarcely had the shore of Tyre been honored with 
the presence of the Son of God: scarcely had His e yes turned to the 
prospect around Him, when His ears were saluted with the homage, 
and His heart melted by the sincere devotion of this daughter of Ca- 
naan. She met Him, not like Caiaphas: “Tell us whether Thou be 
the Christ,” but, with a full confidence in His divine character and His 
mediatorial office, crying, “ have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of 
David.” How readily does she acquiesce e in the propriety, seeing the 
Divine Wisdom had so ordered it, of preferring the lost sheep of the 
house of Israe/ ; and yet how urgent that the mercy which extends to 
all the creatures of God would listen to her prayer ; that, denied the 
privileges of a child, she might have those of a servant; that though 
not permitted to take the children’ s bread, she might have the crumbs 
which fell from the master’stable. Such was the faith of one who had 
been educated in a false religion; who knew Christ only by reputation ; 
who, it is probable, had only heard of the prophecies relating to Him, 
and of the miracles He had performed. And yet, whose faith, what- 
ever be their advantages, is more enlightened, more steadfast, and 
more full of good fruits? And her faith was not unrewarded, Jesus 
said unto her, ‘“‘O woman, be it untothee even as thou wilt.” 
Chrisuan. Wouldst thou receive from thy Maker any blessing, tem- 
poral or spiritual? Seek it i» faith; with an implicit confidence in 
his ability, and readiness to bestow on you the desired, or some more 
valuable blessing; a confidence not to be shaken by the counsel of 
mistaken, or the conduct of timid professors, by the scoffs of a wicked 
world. ‘ Let us see whether His God will hear him,” or even by the 
seeming disregard of Him, before whom all flesh should bow. Re- 
member what our Lord has declared to be a characteristic of accept- 
able prayer. “I say unto you, though he will not rise and give him, 
because he is his friend, (because he is worthy, for none are so,) yet, 
because of his importunity, (that is because of the prayer of faith,) he 
will rise and give him as many as he needeth. And I say unto you, 
“ask and it shal] be given you; seek and ye shall find; knock and it 
shall be opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth, and 
he that seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened.” 
Behold Jacob wrestling insupplication, and prevailing, because he was 


Saithful. Behold this convert appealing to her Lord, again and again ; 


not discouraged by the unkindness of the disciples who would have 
driven her off; nor by those trials of faith to which he was pleased to 
VOL, axven.—~we. he 2 
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subject her. Ask in the same temper, and thou also shalt obtain: seek 
and thou shalt find: knockyand it shall be opened unto thee. 

As the faith ; not less instructive and monitory, and encouraging, 1s 
the humility of the person before us, She approached the Redeemer, 
not as the Pharisee,—* I thank Thee, O Lord, that I am not as others 
are ;” but, after the manner of that Publican, who, standing afar off, 
said, ‘God be merciful to me a sinner.””, And, in a humbler spirit than 
even the changed Prodigal, for he said,—‘** Make me as one of thy hired 
servants,” but she said, ‘‘ the dogs eat of thecrumbs.” When the disciples 
would have their master send her away, she does not utter one word of ez- 
postulation. They could not have deemed her more unworthy of the ho- 
nor of a divine hearing than she did herself. Notwithstanding the silence 
of our Lord on her first application, and His humiliating comparison 
afterwards, she continued to address Him, asking for those favors only 
which are not denied to the /owest of His creatures. ‘ She said, Truth, 
Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their master’s 
table.” 

Such admirable humility can be acquired only in the school of the 
Gospel. I have learned, says St. Paul, how to be abased. It is the 
proper fruit of Christian faith, Estimable is it in the judgment of our 
Heavenly Father, for “ He resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to 
the humble.” When he beheld afar off that penitent who felt that he 
was no more worthy to be called a son, he ran and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him, and said, “ It is meet to make merry and be glad, for this 
my son was dead and is alive again; he was lostandis found.” ‘ Hum- 
ble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up.” 
‘“ He forgeteth not the cry ofthe humble.” A man’s pride shall bring 
him low, but honor shall uphold the humble in spirit. Whosoever 
shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven. ‘ Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, humble- 
ness of mind.’ 1 dwell, saith the High and Lofty One, with him that is 
of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and 
to revive the heart of the contrite ones,” 

Let us now turn our attention to the meekness, which no less distin- 
guished this worthy disciple, and was the fruit of her faith in Christ. 
The bleeding heart needs to be treated with peculiar tenderness, for it 
is liableto be affected by the gentlest breath, and the slightest touch. 
With such a heart, in that state of mind which suffers no symptom of 
unkindness to pass unnoticed, she came to our Lord. What was her 
reception! He subjected her toa severe trial by not giving attention 
to her petition, and his disciples besought him to send away this trou- 
blesome applicant. But this was not all: when our Saviour did an- 
swer, He said “ It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast 
it to dogs.” Still her temper remained unruffled as a summer sea. 
Surely this is a bright example of that “ meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price.” How restless are most men,— 
even those who profess and call themselves Christians, under the 
slightest opposition. How rare this virtue of meekness! And shall 
not they who consider themselves the disciples of Jesus Christ, of Him 
‘ who even when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, 
threatened not; be anxious and diligent to attain it? Does not their 
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deficiency prove the weakness of their faith in him, and their neglect 
in seeking divine grace—* for the fruit of the spirit is love, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, meckness 7” Do they alledge in extenuation, that 
their passions are constitationally stronger than those of other men! 
Let them remember that all Christians are required to control their 
evil propensities; and if the task is difficult, it is important, and 
through divine grace assisting, may be accomplished. Moses had ar- 
dent feelings, yet we are told “ he was very meek above all the men 
that were upon the face of the earth.” The person in the text, as is 
evident from her impassioned appeals to the Saviour, had ardent feel- 
ings, but they were under the government of re/igion. Do youplead, 
I was in affliction, and therefore liable to an irritation, which, under 
other circumstances, | could have resisted! She too was afflicted, yet 
retained her meekness. Consider the provocations which the Lord 
Jesus Christ incurred, who, as a lamb before his shearers, opened 
not His mouth. Consider the significant question’ proposed by the 
Almighty to Jonah, equally applicable to all believers. ‘ Doest thou 
well to be angry ?’’ Oh, may such examples and divine suggestions 
awaken regret for the past. and move us to strive and pray for grace 
to amend our ways, and be followers of them who, through faith and 
patience, have passed to honor and immortality. 

Another excellent trait in the character before us is, maternal affec- 
tion. ‘*He that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God, whom he hath not seen!” The heart that is warmed by 
piety wust have experienced the glow of denevolence, and she who was 
commended for great faith, could not have wanted its fairest and most 
valuable fruit, charity. In her solicitude, this mother must have been 
on the watch for the Master Physician, for scarcely had He arrived, 
when she accosted Him in behalf of her suffering child. She could 
not separate their interests, and her prayer affectingly identifies the 
mother and the daughter, as if they were but one person: “ Have mer- 
cy on me, help me O Lord.” Your children, my brethren, are by na- 
ture, and their own negligence, in a condition similar to the child, for 
whom this prayer was made. They are borm in sin, educated in a cor- 
rupt world, daily tempted to forget God, by passion and appetite 
within, by Satan and wicked men around them. Have you, in their 
behalf, diligently and anxiously sought the mercy of the Son of Da- 
vid? To His blood have you looked for the pardon of their sins, and 
to His spirit, for the sanctification of their hearts, and for their 
guidance, through abounding temptations. If not, where is your faith 
in that divine Son, and that holy Spirit f With all your affection, is it 
so, that you have no solicitude respecting their eternal salvation; that 
from you they know nothing of their religious obligations; and that 
on your lips has never rested one petition for that divine mercy, with- 
ont which they must be wretched in time and eternity! Oh imitate 
this woman of Canaan, and with kindred ardor, anxiety, and importu- 
nity, invoke for them the favor of Almighty God, the Saviour. Then 
will they arise and call you blessed. They will walk with you in the 
path of peace and pleasantness. When death takes you trom them, 
you will have the consolation that your God and their God is with 
them ; that the beams of his favor wil! cheer them during their earthly 
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pilgrimage, and light them through the valley of the shadow of death 
into the land of the blessed, where you shall be re-united, and forever 
with the Lord. 

In the portion of Scripture we have been considering, we have but 
a sketch of a very interesting eharacter. Had the Evangelist intro- 
duced her to our notice on other occasions, and particularly after her 
interview with our blessed Lord. Had he conducted us to her domes- 
tic scenes, what strains of adoration and thanksgiving ; what lessons 
of maternal affection ; what resolutions of piety and virtue might we 
have heard. Had we beheld ber in the Church of God, in the circle 
of her friends and neighbors, and on the bed of sickness and death, 
how should we have been animated by her devotion; reproved by her 
solicitude for the spiritual welfare of others; and delighted by such a 
model of resignation and obedience, and every Christian excellence ! 
Would not conscience have said to every one of us * go and do like- 
wise,” and the wish have been unavoidably excited. ‘“ Let me die the 
death of the righteous, and let my last end be like her’s.”’ 

But had the whole life been brought before us, and much more, if it 
were possible for man to see the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
should we not also have seen imperfections and transgressions, many 
things to lament, and many which it would be our duty carefully to 
avoid, for “‘ there is no man who sinneth not ?” 

Let us humbly endeavor to attain the excellencies, which, in the 
Scripture characters are unfolded to us for our imitation; and espe- 
cially that faith, from which, as froma fountain, flow humility, meek- 
ness, and relative affection, as in the instance before us, and not these 
only, but also “ whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are ho- 
nest, pure, lovely, and of good report.” While faith, as the founda- 
tion of holiness thus conduces to our present happiness, it has the pro- 
mise also of the life which is to come, for we are told, “ without 
holiness, no man shall see the Lord,” and we are taught by St, Peter, 
‘that the end of our faith is the salvation of our souls—that our faith, 
being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, if it stands the trial, will be crowned with praise, and 
honor and glory, at the appearing of Jesus Christ. Which faith, may 
God of his mercy enable us to attain, through the same Lord Jesus 
Christ ; to whom with the Father and the holy Spirit, three persons, but 
one God, be ascribed, as is most justly due, the glory of all, that we 
have and are, and hope for. Amen. 





COO Og ever—— 
WAY PUBLICATIONS. 


Rome and Geneva, or False Protestantism Exposed. 1851.—‘* When 
the Churchman says that he shuns both Rome and Geneva, he means that 
he deprecates a// false doctrine, and in particular the errors of Popery, 
of Puritanism, and Unitarianism. Geneva being the generic name 
for the two last named classifications, (which it is not pretended are 
exactly accurate,) inasmuch as in Old Geneva, Puritanism, in its essen- 
tial features had its origin or its seat, and modern Geneva is, and has 
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been for many years, the hot-bed of Socinianism, or as it is misnamed 
Unitarianism, more properly Anti-Trinitarianism. Although the er- 
rors of old and of young Geneva are widely apart, yet the classification 
is appropriate, as indicating that the one erroneous system was the 
parent of the other—that, as at Geneva, so at Boston, Calvinism gave 
birth to Unitarianism. Dissatisfied with one extreme, men passed 
ever to the very antipode. It is a fact, proved by the induction of 
many particulars, in various publications, and in particular in the book 
entitled ** Three hundred Looking out for the Church,” that they who 
have departed trom the ‘‘ Order” ofthe Church, have generally abjured 
its faith, When then the Churchman declares that Geneva is as bad 
as Rome, he refers specially to the gross heresy, which denies the 
Lord that bought us, and if he goes farther, and says that the rejection 
of Christ, as our divine Redeemer and Saviour is a worse error than 
any one in the published Creed of Rome, we think it would be difficult 
to prove the contrary. We object to Calvinism in the first place, (as 
its history proves) that itis the author of Anti-Trinitarianism ; and in the 
second place, that it is essentially Antinomianism. 

It is true, men are sometimes better than their principles, and we 
admit that some professed Calvinists are eminent for piety, charity, 
and sobriety, but on the other hand, we know ungodly men who shel- 
ter themselves under the broad wing of the “ fixed decree,” and who 
has not read of the cruel usurper Cromwell, clinging to the delusion 
that “once a saint, always a saint.” We are pleased, therefore, to 
notice in the pamphlet before us, that the author repudiates Calvinism, 
or more properly declares that he must not be understood to be a Cal- 
vinist, any more than Bishop Horsley was, who, in his candor, recog- 
nized some light amid the darkness of the system, and pays a tribute 
to the virtues of persons, whose creed he could not adopt. We quote : 
‘‘ We are no more to be understood as advocating Calvinism in the 
historical facts now given, or the Calvinistic interpretation of our 
Church formularies, than is that learned divine to be so understood in 
the passage which we have extracted from his writings. What we 
have stated is but an expansion of what we have quoted from him. 
Bishop Horsley was not a Calvinist, and did not intend to intimate any 
thing further in the passage cited, than that to be a member of the 
Church of England, and yet a Calvinist, was no inconsistency. Thus 
far, and no farther, are we to be nadacstned | in these pages, as regards 
either the Scriptural truth of Calvinism, or its connection with the true 
interpretation of our articles and other standards.” 

Our author maintains, at length, that o/d Geneva is not as bad as 
Rome. lbut being silent as to the part of the comparison which re- 
lates to Geneva of the nineteenth century, we have no right to say, 
whether he regards 7¢ as better or worse than Rome. Thatthe Pres- 
byterian order is less liable than the congregational order, to fall into 
the Socinian heresy, may be true, but that Presbyterians, perhaps, first 
becoming congregationalists, have adopted Unitarian views, both in 
Europe "and America, cannot be denied. It is asked, ‘has our 
Church, in any ofher formularies, indicated any Opposition to mode- 
rate Calvinism?” We reply, yes—in her Liturgy ; ; “granting us in 
the world to come, life everlasting.” Why pray for that, which is for 
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the eleet only? “ He pardoneth and absolveth all those who truly re- 
pent and unfeignedly believe his holy Gospel’”—not a word about 
pardoning only *“ the elect.”-—Article VI. “ They are to be condemned 
which deny the place of forgiveness to such as truly repent.” Office 
of Baptism—*“ may he be an inheriter of thine everlasting kingdom.” 
This petition being offered for all, and not fortheelect only. Baptism 
is a “state of salvation’ —therefore all persons (not the elected only) 
can be saved. We might fill sheets with like Anti-Calvinistic declara- 
tions. See the invocation inthe Litany, the Consecration prayer at Holy 
Communion, the 4th Answer in the Catechism, and 31st Article, &c. 
Are we to understand that “ the framers of our own Articles” were 
Calvinists, as intimated, p. 20. Surely this cannot be proved. The 
author names Parker, and eighteen other of the Reformers. But we do 
not see in the list Cranmer,* Latimer, or Ridley. Was any one of the 
nineteen he has named, a framer of the Articles? We write in the 
country, where are no authorities. But were not the three we have 
named, chief framers of the Articles, or at least chief among the Re- 
formers? The Homilies are attributed to these three, and Jewel. 
The 17th Article was ‘‘drawn up, as appears historically, under the 
‘‘ advice and influence of Melanelthon, who rejected the Calvinistic 
idea of election! The Calvinists of a later day, denounced the Arti- 
cle as defective,” and proposed the Lambeth Articles” (Bishop Dela- 
ney’s charge.) In the 2d volume of Bishop Hobart’s Clergyman’s 
Companion, are quotations decisive as to the Reformers not being 
Calvinists. We quote first, from Dean Tucker. “Now whose wri- 
tings do you think those were which they (the Reformers, Cranmer, 
Ridley, &c.) ordered to be set up in all Churches, for the purposes of in- 
structing both Clergy and Laity in the true sense of Scripture, and in the 
just principles of the Reformation? Not Luther’s Commentury on the 
Galatians, though that had been published twenty-three years before ; 
nor yet Calvin’s Institutes, though that likewise was in being, but the 
Paraphrase of Erasmus, who had confuted them both. And can you 
wish or desire a stronger proof, that our Reformers were not Calvinists, 
as to the Calvinistical five point controversy, than this now before us ? 
Surely you cannot.” Secondly, from the Bishop of Lincoln: ‘ Not 
one of the peculiar doctrines of Calvinism is mentioned in either of the 
two books of Homilies. Nothing is said of absolute decrees, partial 
redemption, perseverance, or irresistible grace. You all know that 
the former of these books was published in the reign of Edward the 
Sixth, and the latter in the beginning of Queen Elizabeth’s reign ; and 
that both are pronounced by our thirty-nine Articles to “contain a 
odly and wholesome doctrine, and necessary for these times ;”’ that is, 
for the times in which they were published. If our great Reformers, 
the authors of these Homilies, Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and Jewel, 
had themselves, as is sometimes pretended, held Calvinistic opinions, 
is it to be believed that they would have composed a set of sermons, 
to be used by the parochial Clergy in their respective Churches, for 
the avowed purpose of establishing their congregations in a sound 





* Noopinion of Cranmer's is quoted, but we are told “ under his auspices”, (a broad 
expression) Martyr and Bucer were appointed Professors. 
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faith and a right practice, without even mentioning in them any one of 
these points! And let it be remembered that the subjects of many of 
the Homilies are immediately connected with the Calvinistic system.” 

The Church of the Redeemed, or the History of the Mediatorial King- 
dom, Vol. I. Containing the first five Periods: from the Fall of Adam, 
in Paradise, to the Rejection of the Jews and the Calling of the Gentiles. 
By the Rev. Samuel Farmar Jarvis, D. D., LL. D., Historiographer of 
the Church ; Author of a Chronological Introduction to the History of the 
Church, &c. &§c. Boston, Stimpson ; London, Cleaver.—The present 
volume is merely the first of a series, and extends only to the com- 
mencement of the history of the Christian Church, as distinguished 
from its predecessors,—the Jewish and Patriarchal. Dr. Jarvis has 
bestowed upon it an immense amount of labor and learning, which can- 
not be appreciated by those who have not read it with some attention. 
He has, as might have been expected, bestowed great attention upon 
chronology, both considered as absolute, settling the precise period at 
which a events occurred, and as relative, shewing the relations 
of time between sacred and profane history. In treating of the subject, 
in the last of these views, he has had advantages, denied to his prede- 
cessors, in the light which the Egyptian monuments, now rendered in- 
telligible by the discoveries of Young and Champollion, throw both 
upon Egyptian and Jewish history. Of these advantages, this learned 
and laborious author has well known how to avail himself. The other 
view of the subject connects itself directly with prophecy; and it 
seems tu us, that Dr. Jarvis has worked out the most satisfactory eluci- 
dation of the much discussed prophecy, of the seventy weeks, with 
which we have ever met. Ifwe might presume to hazard an opinion 
on such a subject, we should suppose that the learned reader of Dr. 
Jarvis’ volume would find it a book of deep interest. We are sure 
that it will be so to those who are seeking information. Apart from 
the advantages to which we have alluded, and which it can only pos- 
sess, because it appears now, and not sooner, it is, in our judgment, far 
preferable to any history of the same character which has been written 
in our language. 

The next volume enters upon that which is more generally known as 
Ecclesiastical History, and will be anxiously expected, and joyfully 
received, by the Church. In the meantime, we recommend the peru- 
sal of the present to all who take an interest in ancient history, whether 
sacred or profane. We do not believe that they will any where find 
so much information in a similar compass.— True Catholic. 

The General Theological Seminary and its Advantages. The Address 
to the Students of the Gen. Theol. Seminary, at the Annual Matricula- 
tion. By Samuel Roosevelt Johnson, D. D., Professor of Systematic 
Divinity. 1851.—We like this Address for its unaffected simplicity, 
and its entire freedom from the reigning fashion of the day—humbug. 
It is a plain, practical exhibition of the advantages of the General Se- 
minary. The Preacher says out boldly what he thinks and what he 
feels; and although he is one of the Professors in the Institution, he 
does not, whilst magnifying its advantages, lead us, even for a moment, 
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to suppose that he is transcending the bounds of a modest humility. 
He tells over the blessings which the Students enjoy, in few words, but 
with a very distinct utterance. He bids them rejoice that they are 
“ Students ;”’ “Students of Theology ;” ‘ Students of Theology 7m the 
Church of Christ Jesus our Lord ;’’ “Students of Theology in the 
Church of Christ, as existing and established for the people who speak 
our Anglo-Saxon language ;’? Studentsin a Church which is ‘ Protes- 
tant” as well as Catholic ; ‘Students in the branch of the Anglican 
Church as existing here in these United States.’ He shows that they 
enjoy great advantages in being ‘‘ brought together from many Dvo- 
ceses; in being “members of a General Theological Seminary;” in 
pursuing their studies in a /arge city of a large Diocese, where local 
influences lose much of their potentiality, where there are the “ re- 
sources of society and the power ef seclusion,” where ‘ habitual se/f-mas- 
tery may be insensibly acquired,” and where there is “‘ more varied 
intelligence” than elsewhere, and “ collision with more exercised intel- 
lects.” He speaks of their pleasant home; of their free intercourse 
with the Professors, and their fellow-students; of the ‘“ Daipy Morning 
and Evening Prayer ;” of the Sunday Devotions; of deem 
with leading Pastors and Teachers; of the great Church Institutions 
working before them; and lastly, of ‘the noble Library” to which 
they have constant access. We should be pleased to put several ex- 
tracts from this pleasing discourse on our pages, and especially what 
is said of the advantages of the Students as members of a Protestant 
Church; but this our limits forbid. We must content ourselves with 
the Preacher’s concluding words of counsel : 

“On the subject of thankful appreciation of your blessings, I will 
give you but this one sentiment of counsel, ‘ Live among your good 
things, and the good things of the Church!’ Some are fond of linger- 
ing among their sad and evil things, and they find enough of them in 
their history and hearts. Some are ever living among the sad things 
and the bad things of the Church, whatever seems unhealthfal, defi- 
cient, questionable, uneasy, inauspicious—its poorer accommodations, 
its inferior working, the darker periods of its history, the gathering 
gloom of the future. Ah! bad company such thoughts are, uncomfort- 
able and dangerous, chilling the heart, and eating out its life and 
strength, discouraging faith, breaking down hope, and impairing cha- 
rity. Doubt ere long intrudes, a half invited guest, and soon succeeds 
to take her seat as in her home; then subtle error stealthily comes in, 
and beckons intrepid presumption to ker side, and together they claim 
and bind their victim. Instead of brooding over your discomforts, 
thankfully appreciate your blessings with grateful commemoration. 
Instead of musing much upon what is deficient or inferior in the 
Church, and complaining in disloyal and disheartening tone, live in 
the good things of the Church, so precious in value, and so countless 
in number; and your hope and love will revive—your faith “ shall be 
strong and do exploits ;” your hearts will be happier, and your lives 
better; Christ will be in you the hope of glory, and His cause before 
you, your field of movement, of conflict, and of victory ; your course 
will be forward, to perfection and joy, to security and triumph.” 

We should have mentioned that the text is from the sixth verse of 
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the sixteenth Psalm, “ The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places ;"" 
and that the discourse is happily dedicated to the venerable Dr. Wil- 
son, ‘clarum et venerabile nomen,” of whom the Preacher was a pu- 
pil, and to whose professorship he succeeds. 

Readings for Every Day in Lent. By the Author of Amy Herbert, 
§v —These “readings” are compiled from the writings of that elo- 
quent Bishop, who ‘has been termed the “ Shakspeare of Divinity.’ 
Miss Sewell, in her preface, tells us that the compilation has been 
made “for the use of those young persons who are not likely to be 
well acquainted with the voluminous works of Bishop Taylor.” We, 
however, would heartily recommend the work to all, whether young 
or old, who admire consummate skill in composition, lofty intelligence, 
sound learning, a genius unrestrained except by the Holy Spirit, a 
pure and holy imagination, earnest and devoted piety. Were not the 
volume before us filled with gems of the purest water, it would still be 
worthy of a place in our libraries because of the puapeer on Prayer, 
commencing on page 53. Many of our readers will, we doubt not, 
remember the passage where the prayer ofa good man is compared to 
‘‘a lark rising out of his bed of grass, and soaring upwards, singing as 
he rises, and hopes to get to heaven and climb above the clouds ;” and 
will thank us for referring them to page 458 of this little volume, where 
it may be found. We will hope for this work an extensive sale. 

Thankfulness ; a Narrative, comprising Passages from the Diary of 
the Rev, Allan Temple. By the author of “ Records of a Good Man's 
Life,” §c., §c. New-York, Stanford § Swords. 1851. 

The Angels’ Song ; a Christmas Token. By Rev. Charles B. Taylor, 
M.A. New-York. Stanford § Swords, 1851.—Both the above pub- 
lications are by the same author, and belong to the same class. We 
are no admirers of Mr. Taylor’s writings. With his first work, the 
“Records of a Good Man’s Life,” we were much pleased ; though 
finding even in that something which offended our taste: but his later 
writings have been so entirely one sided, so deficieut in charity, and 
have borne so much internal evidence of hasty book-making, that we 
have not had the patience to read the whole of any oneofthem. That 
his writings inculcate error must of course be expected by all who 
remember that truth, however essential and momentous, when consi- 
dered as independent of and separate from other truths, even of less 
moment, is, necessarily, truth travestied. Salvation through the alone 
merits of the Incarnate Son of God, appropriated by faith, is a g'orious 
truth, the very key stone of the Gospel arch; But isolate this truth, as 
Mr. Taylor seems disposed to do, and it becomes the fruitful parent of 
Antinomianism and other kindred heresies. Mr. T’s heroes and hero- 
ines are very good people—very pious, zealous, earnest and devoted 
religionists : but they all suffer from two infirmities, (very trifling ones 
according to the fashion of the day ;) they care nothing for the Church 
of Christ, and their charity, towards those who have not learnt their 
Shibboleth, is undiscernible by ordinary microscopic power. We do 
not mean to say that there are not very many good, and pious, and pro- 
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fitable thoughts in these works: butas a whole we cannot recommend 
them to our readers. 


The Doctrine of the Cross,illustrated in a Memorial of a Humble Fol- 
lower of Christ. First American, from the 2d London Edition. New- 
York. Stanford § Swords.—The excellent publishers have, we doubt 
not, issued this volume as a make-weight against those which we have 
just noticed above. We should like to put the three (not the publish- 
ers, but the books) in a mortar and bray them well together. The 
mixture would make wholesome medicine and food for the sick Church- 
men of the present day; whether their disease be caysed by a Roman 
fever or a Genevan indigestion. 


The Warnings of the Holy Week ; being a Course of Parochial Lec- 
tures for the week before Easter, and the Easter Festivals. By the Rev. 
W. Adams, M. A., author of “ Old Man’s Home,” &c., §&c. Philadel- 
phia. H. Hooker, 1851.—This is a charming little volume, and very 
suitable to the present holy season upon which the Church has entered. 
The name of the author, now, we trust, among the blessed ones in Pa- 
radise, will commend it to all who have read that sweetest and best of 
all uninspired allegories, the “‘Old Man’s Home.” May our readers 
become his readers, and catch his pious spirit. 


The History of the Confessional. By John Henry Hopkins, D. D., 
Bishop of the Diocese of Vermont. New-York. Harper & Brothers. 
1850.—We commenced reading this volume with great care and atten- 
tion, comparing the extracts from the [athers, with the originals, and 
with the context. Our many duties, however, soon compelled us to 
abandon this course as requiring more time than we could afford to it. 
The imperfect examination which we have been able to make of Bishop 
Hopkins’ Treatise, leads us to consider it a valuable contribution to 
the controversial literature of the day. Without assenting to his every 
proposition, we are disposed heartily to endorse the whole work. 


The Church Chant Book: &c., §c., adapted to the Ordinary and Ex- 
traordinary services of the Protestant Episcopal Church ; with an Intro- 
duction, &c. Written, arranged, and in part, composed by the Rev. 
Wm. Staunton. 2d Edition of 1000 each. New-York. Stanford § 
Swords. 1850.—We are pleased to learn that this excellent work on 
Church music has reached a second edition. We acknowledge our- 
selves to be warm admirers of the Gregorian chant, although we are 
aware that we are hereby subjecting ourselves to the sneers of the 
would-be dilettanti of the present musical age: and we therefore re- 
joice to find that a work, containing not a few of these chants and all 
the tones, simple and harmonized, together with specimens of metrical} 
chanting, is becoming deservedly popular. May Mr. Staunton live te 
see very many editions of his excellent Chant Book. 
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SELECTIONS. 
THE LENT SEASON. 

The people of New-England do unite, in April, in acts of humiliation, 
and in November, of thanksgiving. But the duties of the two vcea- 
sions, out of the walls of the house of worship, are very different; and 
we have reason to believe that while the feasting, of that occasion 
which comes latest in the year, is duly observed, the fasting of the 
other is, in most cases, nothing more than nominal, We have, how- 
ever, no reason to triumph over our brethreu, the descendants of the 
Puritans, in this matter. Our Church has done her duty inthe premi- 
ses. She has appointed, not one, but two annual fasts, and 96 days of 
abstinence, upon which she “ requires such a measure ofabstinence as is 
more especially suited to extraordinary acts and exercises of devotion.” 
Now, it is surely the daty of her members to manifest her existence 
and her authority, by obeying this rule. Such obedience, involving, 
as it does, self-denial, and founded, as it must be, upon the idea of a 
living and continuing authority held by the Church, under her great 
Head, is one of the clearest evidences which can be given in the con- 
duct of an individual Churchman, of his belief in, and membership of, 
that society, which was instituted to bear witness in and against this 
world, of the existence and importance of another. How is this obe- 
dience rendered ? By what proportion of the members of the Church ? 
By what proportion of the Communicants of the Church?) By what 
proportion of the Clergy of the Church? What is required on the 
days of abstinence, of which we have spoken! “Such a measure of 
abstinence as is more especially suited to extraordinary acts and exer- 
cises of devotion.’ Now, we suppose that the lowest point to which 
this idea can be restricted is, abstinence from feasting. This interpre- 
tation is put upon it by many persons, who are accustomed to be ‘go- 
verned more by the rules of the world than by those of the Church ; 
although it must be confessed, they modify their interpretation, and 
lessen its value, by the strictness with which they construe the words 
of restraint, as to time. It is a maxim of the common law, that penal 
laws are to be construed strictly ; that is, that nothing shall be punished 
which cannot be brought precisely within the letter of the law. The 
people to whom we are now alluding, treat the Rubric of the Church 
as a penal law, and give no attention to its spirit. Thus, we have 
heard of persons who would attend a festive entertainment on Shrove 
Tuesday ; and leave it a few minutes before the clock struck twelve, 
that they might not violate the fast of Ash Wednesday. They must 
have been rarely prepared for its “extraordinary acts and exercises 
of devotion.” Such a proceeding reminds us of what is reported of 
Louis XLV., that he would keep a very strict Lent, receive the Holy 
Communion on Easter Sunday, and drive immediately from the Church 
to the house of his favorite mistress. Yet these people do pay some 
respect to the institution of Lent; they do abstain from public feasting 
during that holy season. They thus furnish, we should suppose, a 
minimum rule forthe government of those who claim to be pious per- 
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sons; and that rule is abstinence from festive entertainments. But the 
same rule which applies to Lent applies also to the Fridays. Are 
they observed ? We have heard, even of Clergymen, who, no doubt, 
in pure forgetfulness of the rubric, selected that day for giving such 
entertainments. Who observes at all the Ember or Rogation days! 
Now, if the Church is to be manifested to the world as the type and 
evidence of the invisible realities, these things must be amended. 
True Catholic. 


—-@——————— 
MAMMON 


While the sons and daughters of Belial were held up in their proper 
colors before Puritan audiences, very little was said about the service 
of Mammon. Puritanism has left its mark, deep and broad, on modern 
religion in all its forms. Accordingly we find in all pulpits, of all 
classes, very little said about the danger of riches, or the sinfulness of 
that love of money which an Apostle declared to be the root of all evil. 
Clergymen sometimes preach against fraud, but Church-going people 
do not commit gross frauds ; they do not commit any thing which they 
allow themselves to consider as fr aud. But they do love money, and 
they do get money, and they do become rich. Yet there is some truth 
in what an old Father said, Dives aut injustus, aut heres injusti. The 
rich man is either unjust or the heir of an unjust man. The defect of 
the Puritanical system, and it has bequeathed that defect to all modern 
systems of religion, is, that it dues not inculcate self-denial in the mat- 
ter of wealth. That men are not taught, that there is danger in being 
rich, danger in becoming rich, danger in wishing to be rich. ‘It is 
easier for a camel to go ‘through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter intothe Kingdom of Heaven;” said our blessed Lord. 
“ He that maketh haste to be rich shall not be innocent ;” said Solomon. 
‘*The love of money is the root of all evil;’’ said St. Paul. How sel- 
dom are these texts enlarged on now, and when they are, how is their 
doctrine diluted and explained away! ‘In preaching against worldli- 
ness, as displayed on this side, Clergymen seem to speak under a con- 
sciousness that they are likely to give unpardonable offence. to those 
upon whose good will they depend. It cannot be denied that their 
fears are well founded. Hence, in fact, all the present difficulties of 
the Church. While men are taught that they may lawfully seek to 
become rich, provided they seek to become so honestly, they will take 
thought for the morrow, they will decide doubtful questions of right in 
favor of themselves, and they will grudge every mill which they give ta 
the Church. The money, which must be the basis of all effectual 
Church reform, will not be forthcoming, and, what is worse, the souls 
which the Church reform should have been the means, under God’s 
blessing, of saving, will be drawn, one by one, into the vortex of sin 
and worldliness. We do not say of fraud, but of worldliness, of that 
absorption of all the powers of the intellect into the acquisition of 
wealth, of that fixing of the affections of the heart upon money, which 
renders it utterly impossible to devote time or thought to the business 
of eternity. Among such a people, the visibility of the Church is 
sadly impaired. Theremedy is, to bring before men, not the notion 
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of a monkish vow of poverty ; but the great Scriptural truth, that 
wealth is not desirable, that it is sinful to desire i it, not merely to desire 
it excessively so as to seek it by unlawful means; but to desire it at 
all, to make it at all the aim or objec *t of life, to allow the hope, or the 
desire of it, or our efforts for its attainment, to occupy our imagina- 
tions. The Christian’s duty is, to work for his food and raiment, and 
having that, to be therewith content, and to pray for his daily supplies. 
We do not say, if circumstances throw wealth upon him, if, without 
aiming at wealth, he finds that he is acquir ing it, that that is sinful, but 
we dos say, that even that isa temptation which should lead to greater 
watchfulness. ‘If riches increase,” says the Psalmist, “set not your 
heart upon them.”’—Tvue Catholic, 


— ———~<-- — — 


EXTRACT FROM BISHOP HOPKINS’ ADDRESS, 
On the Death of General Taylor. 


In this Address the bishop utters the following language :—** Mean- 
while | cannot condemn our Southern brethren as sinners, because 
they use an institution which the law of God expressly allowed to 
ancient Israel, and which the precepts of the Gospel were never sup- 
posed to forbid before the commencement of the preseut century. 1 
cannot see the justice of denouncing them, because they claim the pro- 
tection of the Constitution for their legal rights, as that Constitution 
has been expounded by the Supreme Court “of the United States, the 
wr ant tribunal of our country. I cannot blame them because they 

efuse to reduce themselves to beggary by emancipating their slaves 
oo sate a fair equivalent, nor because they are unwilling to expose 
themselves to the danger and confusion which would be the probable 
if not the inevitable consequence of retaining such a population 
amongst them,, -Nor can I wonder at the strong excitement which 
they feel at the doctrine of our ultra-abolitionists, ‘when they hear and 
see themselves reviled as the enemies of God and man, unfit to hold 
Communion with a Christian Church, or to have a place amongst a 
Christian people, merely because they maintain what was the doctrine 
of the whole Christian world only fifty years ago.” 


eo 


DISMISSAL OF NON-COMMUNICANTS. 


be are tvro questions which cover the whole of this ground. 
1. Should Non-Communicants leave the Church at a}! ? 

2. If they leave, when should they leave the Church ? 

1. To the first question an affirmative answer must be given. In 
1549, the Rubric directed all other that mind not to receive the Holy 
Communion, to depart out of the choir when the Communicants tar- 
ried. All parts of the Church were open but the choir, to Non-Com- 
municants.* 

Non-Communicants were sent away in opposition to the Romish 
error which fostered the custom, that the people should be present at 





* In that part of the Cathedral called the Choir, the services are usually held, 
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the Communion, but the Priest communicate for them all; and hence, 
the XXX Article says, ‘‘ The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ 
to be gazed upon, or to be carried about, but that we should duly use 
them.” Towards the end of the century, Hooker tells us it was usual 
for Non-Communicants to depart from the Church: At the last revi- 
sion of the Prayer-Book, 1662, all allusion to the presence of Non- 
Communicants was removed. There is no law or Rubric in our 
Prayer-Book, requiring Non-Communicants to go or tostay. The 
general practice is, for Non-Communicants to retire except on some 
special occasion, as at General or Diocesan Conventions. 

2. But supposing them to leave, when, at what part of the service, 
should they leave the Church ? 

Three periods have been practised. 

1. Before the Offertory. 

2, After the Offertory. 

3 After the Prayer for “ Christ’s Church Militant.” 

1. Ordinarily the Non-Communicants retire defore the Offertory— 
,he Sermon being concluded with the collect and the minor benedic- 
rion, or the “Grace of our Lord, &c., &c. When this is done, the 
Ofertory is confined to the Communicants only. But Non-Communi- 
cants should not be excluded from giving any more than from praying. 

2. The second mode is to retire immediately after the Offertory ; a 
pause being made in the service for that purpose. 

This practice is founded on three considerations. 

1. That there is no law or Rubric violated by this course—there 
being none relating to it. 

2. That it dismisses the Non-Communicants at a time when the ser- 
vices have been interrupted by the Offertory, and without re-engaging 
them in devotions. 

3. That the Rubric directs the Priest immediately after presenting 
the alms on the Altar, to place there the bread and the wine to be 
used; which seems the commencement of aservice in which all are to 
unite, and therefore non-communicants, not desiring to partake, ought 
at this point to leave. 

3. The third mode is, for the Non-Communicants to retire after the 
prayer for “ Christ's Church Militant,” when a pause is made for the 
purpose. 

The arguments for this are, 

1. That no Rubric or law, forbids it. 

2. That the English Rubric requires it, though ours does not. 

3. Thatthe Exhortation comes in more appropriately as a renewal 
of the service after the Non-Communicants have withdrawn, than the 
Prayer. 

4. That the collection having been made from all the congregation, 
all should unite in the Prayer for its acceptance. 

5. That in point of fact, the Offertory includes the prayer for Christ's 
Church Militant. 

Robertson says, “ It appears to me, however, that Wheatly is mis- 
taken in limiting the term Ofertory to the sentences which are read 
during the collection of money. Such was indeed the case in Edward’s 
first Book, to which he refers, but when, in 1552, the prayer was trans- 
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ferred from a more advanced part of the service to it. present position 
immediately after the sentences, and a petition for acceptance of alms 
was inserted in it, it would seem to have become a part of the Offer- 
tory, and it was at thattime that the order was given for including it in 
the Non-Communion service.””* 

The conclusion, therefore, which I reach upou the subject is, that the 
proper time for Non-Communicants to leave the Church, at Ordina- 
tions, Consecrations, and on the monthly Corm-muniens when the Offer- 
tory is read, is immediately after the Prayer for Christ's Church Mili- 
tant is finished, when a brief pause in the service might be made. 
This rule is adopted in many of our Churches. Its general use would 
minister to uniformity and reverence.— Utica Gos. Mess. 


——_=@———— — 
THE CORRECT AND FULL BIBLE, 


From the Report of the Pennsylvania Advancement Society—1851. 


The Mother Church of England. To her is the Christian world in- 
debted for our present authorized and unrivalled version of the Bible, 
which time has rendered so sacred, and use has made so familiar, even 
to the sects which have forsaken her. Of its forty-seven translators, 
all were Divines, and six, in after times, were Bishops of the Church 
of England. They were men pre-eminently distinguished for their 
piety, and for their profound learning in the original languages of the 
sacred writings: “of whom,” says Fuller, inhis Church History, “as 
also of that gracious King that employed them, we may say, where- 
soever the Bible shall be preached or read in the whole world, there 
shall also this that they have done be told in memorial of them.” It 
should be remembered also, that nearly all the editions of the Bible 
printed in this country, and now in common circulation, are mutilated 
by the omission of the marginal readings. 'Thatthese form an integral 
part of the authorized version, and are often necessary for correctly 
understanding it, is evident from the Preface of the venerable transla- 
tors themselves. The omission of the Apocrypha must also be regar- 
ded by Churchmen as a serious defect in most American editions of 
the Bible ; for although the Church does not admit these books in the 
sacred canon, nor apply them to establish any doctrine, yet has she 
appointed them to be read “ for example of life, and instruction of 
manners ;’’ and they afford much important assistance in the interpre- 
tation of Holy Scripture. Our General Convention of 1820 recom- 
mended, for the use of the members of the Church, the editions of 
Messrs. Eyre & Strahan, printers to King George III., published in 
1806, and again in 1812 ; to which we believe all the subsequent Ox- 
ford editions have been made conformable. The last General Con- 
vention again had this important subject before it, and resolved to 
publish a Church standard edition of the Bible ; which, we hope, will 
restore the invaluable legacy of the translators perfect and entire; and 
ing case our Society will, of course, feel bound to circulate no 
other, 
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POMVRNs 


PRAISE FOR AFFLICTION. 


By Caroline Fry. 





For what shall I praise Thee, my God and my King ? 
For what blessings the tribute of gratitude ae ? 

Shall I praise Thee tor pleasure, for health, and for ease ? 
For the spring of delight, and the sunshine of peace? 


Shall I praise Thee for flowers that bloomed in my breast? 
For joys in perspective, and pleasures possessed ? 

For the spirits that heightened my days of delight ? 

And the slumbers that sat on my pillow by night? 


For this would I praise Thee; but if only for this, 

I should leave half untold the donation of bliss, 

I thank Thee for sickness, for sorrow, for care, 

For the thorns I have gathered, the anguish I bear ; 


For the nights of anxieties, watchings and tears; 

A present of pain, a perspective of fears ; 

I praise Thee, I bless Thee, my King and my God, 
For the good and the evil ‘I hy hand hath bestowed. 


The flowers were sweet, but their fragrance is flown; 
They yielded no fruits, they are withered and gone: 
The thorn it was poignant, but precious to me ; 

*T was the message of mercy, it led me to Thee. 


GOVERNMENT OF THE TEMPER. 
A Hint to Young Ladies. 


“ Since trifles make the sum of human things, 
And half our misery from our foibles springs— 
Since life’s best joys consist in peace and ease, 
And though but few can serve, yet all may please, 
Oh let the ungentle spirit learn from thence, 

‘A small unkindness is a great offence ;’ 

The mild forbearance of a brother’s fault, 

The angry word suppressed, the taunting thougkt; 
Subduing and subdued, the petty strife 

Which clouds the color of domestic life, 

The sober comfort, all the peace which springs 
From the large aggregate of little things,— 

On these small cares of daughter, wife, or friend, 
The almost sacred joys of home depend. 

There, Sensibility, thou best mayst reign ; 

Home is thy true, legitimate domain.” 


nero et en 
RALIGLOVS LiNVTELLIGINCH. 


Monthly Missionary Lecture —That for March was by the Assistant 
Minister of Grace Church, Charleston, (Rev. C. C, Pinckney,) from 
Ephesians ii., 11 and12. The Lecture set forth the awful moral con- 
dition of the heathen, not less in our day, than when St. Paul wrote, 
and the humanity and obligation of sending to them the Gospel of peace 
and salvation, were earnestly enforced.—Collected $22. 
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Ordination —At St. Andrew's Church, in St. Andrew's Parish, on 
the second Sunday in Lent, (16th March, one of the “ stated times” 
for ordination) John Grimké Drayton was admitted to the Holy Order 
of Deacons. “ Morning Prayer” was read by the Rector, (Rev. J. 5. 
Hanckel ) who presented the candidate. There was an exhortation 
by the Bishop. 

Missions of the Church. Diocesan—Rev. Mr. Bland writes, “ the 
Mission, so far, is really encouraging. The people continue to attend 
well. At the Runs, (Barnwell District,) | have organized a Sunday 
school of ten scholars, whom I catechised on the fourth Sunday in 
February last. During my absence, the children are instructed by a 
worthy young lady, who shows great interest in the good work. | 
have hopes of getting a chapel erected there before many months shall 
have passed.” 

Rev. Mr. Young reports, “ according to your request, and in com- 
pliance with an invitation from the Rector of the Church in Orange- 
burg, I visited that village on Friday, the 7th inst. The inclemency 
of the weather prevented the assembling of a congregation on the 
evening of that day. On Saturday morning and night, | held service 
and preached in the school-house for small congregations ; and on 
Sunday morning and afternoon, in the same place, for large and atten- 
tive congregations, composed of the various denominations of Chris- 
tians in the village and neighborhood. The result of my inquiries iato 
the state of the congregation of Churchmen in Orangeburg, was the 
conviction that there was every prospect of the establishment of the 
Church there on a sure and permanent basis. The Rector, so far as 
his duty to his more immediate cure would permit, was devoting him- 
self, with untiring yet prudent zeal, to the interests of the little flock 
committed to him, and had secured the good will of the community 
generally. He has visited them once a fortnight on some day in the 
week, and once a month on Sunday. Under his auspices, the little 
band of Churchmen, consisting of seven or eight families, were exert- 
ing themselves to secure the blessing of a proper place of worship, 
and the regular ministrations of the Church. A lot, for the erection 
of a Church, has been presented by a gentleman of the village, and 
about two-thirds of the lumber necessary for the building, and seven 
hundred dollars in money have been subscribed. It is designed to 
commence the work as soon as possible. The amount necessary for 
the completion of the building has not yet been secured ; and the Rec- 
tor proposes to appeal to the liberality of yhe city Churchmen for aid, 
which it is eel will not be refused.” 

The Bishop of Pennsylvania remarks, equally applicable to this di- 
ocese, “these Missions within our own limits, have a double claim 
upon us, since they can be sustained only through our own exertions. 
In the general field, we have the co-operation of our brethren through- 
out the United States, and we might hope that our lack of service 
would be supplied to some extent, through the more abounding libe- 
rality of others ; but here, where there are fields fast whitening tor the 
harvest, committed exclusively to our charge—where many, professing 
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allegiance to our Church, are coming as strangers from our father-land 
to find bread for themselves, and a home for their children—where 
towns are fast springing up on one hand, and extensive districts are 
spread out on the other, over which members of ouy flock are sparsely 
settled—here, where at this time the Missionaries that we have are in 
many instances most inadequately paid, and twenty-five additional ones 
are greatly needed,—I grieve to say, that the whole sum contributed 
in every form to Diocesan Missions during the last year, is less than 
even the smal] sum that was paid to Missions withoutthe Diocese. It 
does not appear from the last Journal of our Convention, that more than 
seventy-eight out of one hundred and forty-five congregations contri- 
buted in any way to this department... .When one considers the libe- 
rality with which money is expe »nded by our people on objects not 
religious, it is evident that they cannot justly be charged with sordid 
avarice. In no country of the world, perhaps, is property expended 
more profusely in personal gratification, in obedience to conventional 
usages, and in advancing those private and public enterprises which 
are “supposed to bear upon our material and political prosperity. Our 
great defect, alas! is ina proper sense of the inexpressible value of a 
Christian’s faith and hope when compared with all earthly good, and 
in a due conviction of the truth, that if the love of Christ be in us and 
abound, it must needs make us more and more fruitful in every good 
work and work. To do good to all men as we have opportunity, and 
especially to them that are of the household of faith—to be watchful, 
too, that we may find these opportunities for ministering to the welfare 
of others, and thus reflecting honor on God, this is a a duty which he 
never neglects, whose heart is warm with the love of Christ. How 
then shall such a defect be supplied ! And how especially where there 
is a sincere love forthe Saviour and a desire to do His will, shall an 
interest in this specific branch of Christian charity be excited ! It is 
hoped and believed, that the meagre contributions which the Episco- 
palians of this Diocese now make to the treasury of their Lord, are 
not a true index to their religious state, and that they are prepared 
greatly to increase them, if only the proper method be indicated... - . 
They who give of their penury have an assurance, which the affluent 
ean rarely enjoy, that theirs are really sacrifices for Christ, and that 
the mind which was in //im is in them also. And before any plead 
that they are too poor to give, let them consider if there be no super- 
fluous wants which they gratify—no idle moments or hours which they 
mightemploy usefully for the benefit of the needy—no true self- denial 
which they might practise, and thus win the glory of a nearer fellow- 
ship with Him whose hfe was one perpetual crucifixion of his natural 
desires, and who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor, 

that we through His poverty, might be rich. 

Domestic.—This is pleasing—* For the first time in nine years, 
there is a balance in the hands of the Treasurer, applicable to the 
semi-annual payment, and we hope that before the time arrives, at 
which it becomes due, (April Ist.,) the whole amount necessary for 
that purpose will be contributed. The appropriations to the Diocese, 
for the year, amount to only $16,000, and there is now nearly $4000 
inthe Treasury. Very little exertion on the part of those whose as- 
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sistance and sympathy have not yet been extended to this department, 
would make up this slight deficiency. 

Oregon.—The Rev. Mr. Richmond has been appointed Missionary. 

Foreign, Africa.—Rev. Mr. Rambo writes:—*“ Preached at five 
o’clock, in a hut in one of the five villages of the Fishtown set- 
tlement. The few people in town were collected together, amidst 
the fire and smoke of the narrow cabin. All were seated on low 
chairs of native manufacture—blocks of wood, and mats. Having 
now become fairly accustomed to the heat and smoke at such times, I 
proceeded with the services with little ann rvance. My subject was 
the “Omnipotence of God.” ....Christians trusted in the one living 
and true God, and hope to obtain pardon ofall their sins through the 
mercies of the crucified Saviour. They could be saved in the same 
way. They were farther urged to believe, obey, and live. All seemed 
serious and attentive, and made fair promises. But, alas! we have 
learnedtoo much of the deceit and cunning of these peuple, to put 
much confidence in their words. Many of them said they prayed daily 
to God, and had given up their greegrecs—that they ‘all knew what 
their devil-doctors told them was untrue—that they were forced by 
law to pay some respect to these persons and their system—that they 
were willing fur a general change in favor of Christiz unity. Part of this 
may be true ; ; butit is very doubtful whether they told the truth in all 
respects.....The schools are never in session on Saturdays, and the 
day is spent in attending to various calls, which are made only on this 
day. At 4o’clock, P.M., I habitually visit all the villages, and invite 
the people out to Church on the following di: iy. This seems neces- 
sary; for ifthe people know when Sanday comes, they do not regard 
it unless they receive a special invitation from the Missionary himself. 
This call of duty is indeed a pleasant one; for the Missionary, as he 
visits from house to house, and converses with the ignorant and super- 
stitious inhabitants, is kindly received, and is invariably treated as a 
welcome visiter. ‘‘ Uah-we-o (how are you) Rambo!” is the manner 
of salutation, and this one hears at every turn When we ask the peo- 
ple, individually, if they will stay from their farms on the following 
day—keep the Sabbath, and attend chapel, each one generally answers 
in the affirmative. But many, alas! do not keep their promise—and 
when afterwards asked why they broke it, they make some excuse— 
they were sick, or some of their family were unwell—or, they had 
some palavar to settle, &c. Some, however, attend regularly, and 
others occasionally. The Bible Class was held as usual at 7 o'clock, 
attended by the scholars at the station. At 9 o’clock, Sunday-school ; 
at 104, service and sermoninthe chapel. The building was crowded, 
at least 200 persons were present, and listened to the Gospel of salva- 
tion. At 24 P. M., held the Monthly Communion Service and Lec- 
ture, and adenininéeed the Sacrament to sixteen persons in all.”’ 

The translation of “the Acts ofthe Apostles” into the Grebo tongue 
by the Rev. John Payne, has just been printed by the liberality of the 
American Bible Society. The same Missionary’s version of “ St. 
Luke’ and ‘ Genesis’ had previously been printed by the same insti- 
tution. The “Gospel of St. John” is nearly ready for the press.” 

Cavalla Church Fund.—T he fund for the erection of a Church edi- 
fice among the natives at Cavalla, West Africa, the station of the 
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Rey. John Payne, amounts now to a little over $2,600. A pleasing 
feature of this contribution is, that a very large portion of it is the of- 
fering of childrenin the Sunday schools of the Church. 

China.—The Rev. Mr. Syle writes: “ Not feeling strong enough to 
go up to the Church to catechise the class of poor who come every 
friday, Chi wentin mystead. During this season of pressure, both 
from within and without, he had proved very useful in many ways, So 
that we feel devoutly thankful for his having been raised up and quali- 
fied, as he is, for doing essential service in the Redeemer’s cause. 
He has been enabled to resist many temptations to take up with lu- 
crative occupations, which have not been recorded in our Journals ; 
yet they have been matters of greatest moment to him. Between 
the morning and afternoon services at the Church, (both of which were 
interesting, after their kind,) I went to visit two sick men: one, the 
husband of our old nurse, the baptized woman Yeuh-kway ; the other, 
one of the most intelligent and best instructed of our blind candidates 
for baptism—by name, Wong Yang-Chung. He has been sick now 
for many weeks, and though somewhat better now, appears wretchedly 
emaciated. In mind, however, I found him quite cheerful, and in the 
course of my visit I learned, that though blind and very sick, he had 
not been idle. One of the women who lived in the house where he is 
lodging, showed incidentally that she knew something about the Creed, 
and I learned, on inquiry, that Yan-Chung had been teaching it to her, 
clause by clause. I teel no doubt that the work of the Spirit has been 
begun in this poor man’s heart; his professions of faith have all the 
marks of genuineness, and his teachableness, and constant desire for 
instructiod, are truly delightful.....We are all revived a little. Miss 
Jones is about again; my own health is restored in a great degree. 
Miss ‘Tenney’s services in the school prove a very essential assistance, 
and, last and best, the Bishop seems recovering. Externally all seems 
to go on well—-the school is in good order; the boys healthy and im- 
proving in their studies. Inthe midst of much depression, we still feel 
some cheerfulness, for we believe “the band of the Lord is with us!” 
....**Qur school, so far, has been more blessed with conversions than 
any that has been conducted in China. Lascribe it under God to the 
maternal care of the ladies who have so indefatigably served them in 
sickness and in health. This is the talent god has given to women ; to 
win the hearts of the young by their kindness and sympathy. They 
can do here what man cannot do. Among the girls they have a field 
peculiarly their own; at a small expense we can set a mighty instru- 
mentality in motion. My dear brother. let us be up and doing, life is 
short. The Lord Bishop of Victoria is at present on a visit to this 
place. Weare onthe most pleasant and friendly terms, While he is 
here, I will endeavor to make some arrangement about jurisdiction, 
and will send you a communication for the Board of Missions on the 
subject. His Lordship enters heartily into my views with respect to 
a common Chinese Prayer-Book for the use of American and English 
Missionaries, ‘The Communion aud burial offices are the only ones 
that present any serious difliculty ; these I must refer to the House of 
Bishops for advices when our translations shall have reached these 


points,...-At the school chapel, last Sunday, I baptized Walter 


ae 
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Meade, the infant son of Mr. and Mrs. Syle, and Soo-yun, the infant 
daughter of Chung-Chang, one of our native Christians. This gives 
evidence of progress, and is perhaps the first occasion on which a Chi- 
nese infant and that of foreigners were ever baptized at the same ser- 
vice. We had the service in English, as Chung-Chang, our eldest 
scholar, understands English ; the sponsors answering in Chinese for 
the Chinese child, and the baptismal words being also pronounced in 
Chinese. ‘The Chinese were very much pleased to see that we made 
no difference between the children, and had only one service for the 
two. Four Chinese adults have been baptized.”’ 

Athens.—Rev. Mr. Hill writes: ‘ We have in manuscript a great 
many hymns, moral dialogues and catechetical lessons and exercises, 
which have been either composed or compiled by ourselves, or under 
our direction, and have been in use in our Missionary schools almost 
since the commencement of our labors here. These would be entirely 
lost if we should be removed from our post. They have been pre- 
pared with great care, and they have accumulated so much as to be 
sufficient to form a good sized volume, I candidly think that our young 
friends of St. Andrew’s could not make a more beneficial appropriation 
of their last efforts for this mission, than by allowing us to pub lish this 
work with those funds. Itwill remain a lasting memento of their un- 
abated interest in the means which our Church has adopted to promote 
the spiritual welfare of the Greek people.” 

At a late meeting of the Society in Cincinnati, it was recommended 
to publish in the * Spirit of Missions” the doings of the * Church of 
England” Missions, but the expediency of inserting extracts from the 
reports of other Societies, we respectfully question. 

The amount re porte -d for Domestic Missions is $2,719; from South- 
Carolina, $387. For Foreign, 6,460; from South-Carolina, $204, 


FPlorida.—The 13th Annual Diocesan Convention was held January 
Sand 10. The agent of the Episcopate fund reported that the fund 
will probably amount to $2000,” and a plan to make it $20,000. The 
Committee on “the state of the Church,” reported, ‘“ Her condition 
at the present time is suchas to encourage the hearts of all who are in- 
terested in her prosperity. It is true that she has not made large 
accessions to her fuld—that she has made but little progress in oppo- 
sing and overcoming the worldliness and error that abouds about her, 
and that for the most part our parishes are feeble, and are still obliged 
to struggle against the most adverse circumstances, some of them hardly 
maintaining even a sickly existence, Yet we have palpable evidence 
to lead us to believe that the number of the Church’s real friends is 
steadily increasing, and that her growth generally in the Diocese, if not 
a rapid, is yeta healthy one. The hope that was expressed in last 
year’s report to this Convention, that every parish would be favored 
with an Episcopal visitation, has not been realized, only one or two 
having been thus visited. The effect of this deprivation must be ob- 
vious to all who have any just appreciation of the important functions 
of the Episcopal office, and the necessity of having them exercised in 
the Church. There are high spiritual acts which he only can perform, 
and cut off from which we cannot thrive as a Christian Church. No 
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Diocese in the American Church has suffered as severely as the Dio- 
cese of Florida, in this respect, and that it has continued to strenethen 
itself in the face of this great hindrance, is an indication thatif it were 
removed, the growth of the Church would surpass our most sanguine 
expectations,....The Rev. Mr, Scott, from the order of the Clergy, 
announced that they had agreed to nominate and appoint the Re Vv, 
Francis Huger Rutledge, D. D. .. a8 Bishop of the Diocese of Florida. 
Whereupon, a balloting was had by the Lay order, which resulted in 
the unanimous election of Dr. Rutledge. It was then, on motion, 

Resolved, That the Rev. Francis Huger Rutledge, D. D., is unani- 
mously elected Bishop of the Diocese of Florida.” 

The following letter was received :— 

Respected Brethren and Friends.—I have given to the subject of your 
communication, made me last evening, the deliberation which its im- 
portance seemed to demand, and take this occasion to thank you for 
the gratifying evidence it furnishes of your confidence and regard, by 
the unanimity with which you have elected me to the Episcopate of 
Florida. Were I influenced by personal considerations alone, with 
my experience of the difficulties and trials of the Christian Ministry, 
and in view of the weightier responsibilities attaching to the high and 
sacred office of a Bishop in the Church of God, | should unhesitatingly 
decline the appointment, under a sense of my utter insufficiency. But 


when [ reflect how much the Diocese has already suffered, for want of 


acomplete Ecclesiastical organizativn, and think of the great respon- 
sibility I should incur by refusing to occupy the position which, under 
the providence of God, you have assigned me, | feel constrained (un- 
der a conviction of duty to God and he His Church) to accede to your 
wishes. Il accept, therefore, the E Upiscopate of the Diocese of F lorida, 
looking up to Him “ without whom nothing is strong—nothing is 
holy,” for grace to enable me diligently and faithfully to discharge the 
duties of that high trust, and confidently relying upon your hearty and 
zealous co-operation, which I shall so greatly need. Let me earnestly 
entreat of you, brethren, an interest in your daily prayers. With the 
view of facilitating your further proceedings in relation to this matter, 
[respectfully resign the place which I occupy in your Standing Com- 
mittee. With undissembled affection, 1 commend you, brethren, and 
the congregations which you represent, to the protection and guidance 
of Him who is “head over all things to the Church.” 

I remain ever your sincere friend and brother in Christ, 

Franets H. Rur.eper. 

St. Luke’s Hospital, New-York.—Its object is to provide surgical 
and medical aid, and nursing, for sick and disabled persons, and aise to 
supply such, while in the Hospital, with spiritual ministrations. It 
will also be an object to train nurses. All matters relating to the re- 
ligious instruction of the Hospital are to be committed toa Board, con- 
sisting of not more than eleven Rectors or Pastors of Churches in the 
city of New-York. This excellent charity had its origin in the Parish 
of the Holy Communion, of which Dr. Muhlenberg is the Rector, but 


it is the purpose of those who are moving in the matter to divest it of 
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its parochial character and make it general. The following plan of 
proceeding and general views are submitted to the public. 

The first object will be to secure a site of ground, somewhere in the 
upper and open part of the city, sufficiently large for an extensive es- 
tablishment. Next, to commence the erection of an edifice, the plan of 
which shall be such that a part of it may be finished and used, leaving 
the remainder to be added from time to time as wants shall require and 
the necessary funds shall be obtained. The institution may thus degin 
its oper: itions on asmall scale, (if that be necessary, and e nlarge them 
as it shall come in possession of the means. But in the first instance, 
sufficient ground must be had to admit of the extension of the build- 
ings. The means forthe maintenance of the Hospital will be derived 
from aunual donations, subscriptions, collections in churches, and such 
like sources. Ifthe income thus arising be small, the number of bene- 
ficiaries, likewise, will be small. ‘The latter will be increased only 
with the increase ofthe former. Thus, the undertaking may procecd 
prudently, and without incurring debt, both in the erection of buildings 
and in the support of the institutiqn. Individuals cr congregations, 
making sufficient donations, will be entitled to send patients to the 
Hospital. They may endow a bed, an alcove, or a ward, in the same 
manner that scholarships are founded in literary institutions. [or this 
purpose, as time goes on, there will, no doubt, be endowments by 
means of legacies, &c. In receiving patients, members of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church will be preferred, but not to the exclusion of 
others, (so far as there may be room for them,) who are willing to ac- 
cept the ministrations of the Church. The religious teaching and ser- 
vices of the Hospital will be in accordance with those ofthe Protestant 
Episcopal Church, and any Clergyman of said Church shall be at li- 
berty to visit a patient whom he considers as belonging to his pastoral 
care. Besides the fiscal concerus and all such matters as will properly 
devolve on the Board of Managers, it is believed that benevolent 
Christian ladies will engage in the work so far as to have an eye to the 
household affairs of the institution, and particularly to see ‘that the 
nurses do their duty faithfully and kindly. Nor is it too muchto hope 
that devout persons will be found willing to take care of the sick poor 
tor Christ’s sake—volunteers in the service of their Lord. Rather 
this is confidently calculated on, for ifthe interior conduct of the Hos- 
pital is to be left: wholly with officials, its distinctive character will be 
very imperfectly, if at ‘all, realized.* Although the cure of the sick in 
body and soul is the purpose mainly in view, yet in time a part of the 
buildings might be used for the relief of destitute people in temporary 
distress, and until they could find the means of helping themselves, 
This would come within the province of an Hospital ; for the word, in 
its ecclesiastical sense, means a house for hospitality of any kind to the 
needy. In England there are hospitals of various descriptions, beside 
those for medical treatment. Some are for orphans, others are asy- 
lums for the aged, &c. “ Christ Church Hospital” in. Philadelphia, is 
for the needy and aged female communicants of that Church—Calendar, 





* There are Protestant associations of females de voting themselves to offices of mercy 
to the sick. An order of Lutheran Deaconesses has been established at Pittsburg, Penn. 





